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The Diversity Committee of the Waynesville R-VI School 
District will host the Second Annual Tiger Festival of Nations 
starting at 6 p.m. Friday, Sept. 13, at Tiger Stadium.

The event will showcase the rich cultural diversity that 
makes up the community and will include free ethnic food 
samples, displays and mini passports for students and children.

“Fans from both Waynesville and Lebanon will have an 
opportunity to learn more about the world in which we live and 
to sample free food from about 20 countries,” said Dr. Brian 
Henry, superintendent. 

Kids will be given passports and encouraged to visit tables 
and have their passports stamped. Each child is eligible to 
receive one ticket to enter into a drawing once they have 
acquired at least 10 stamps on their passport. 

Waynesville High School students, local organizations and 
volunteers will participate in the event. Countries expected to 
be represented include Germany, France, Japan, Philippines, 
Korea, Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, 

Festival of Nations to be held Sept. 13

It’s a great day to be a Tiger, as evidenced by the energy and enthusiasm of 
students and staff as they danced and greeted students this morning at East 
Elementary. 

Continued on page 2 



Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, 
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, 
Venezuela and Italy. 

The Diversity Committee is 
made up of about 30 community 
volunteers, including students. 

“Diversity is our strength and 
we want to celebrate it,” Henry 
said. 

The district’s vision is “Excel 
as a student-centered community 
of learners that embraces diversity 
and innovation.”

Admission to Tiger Stadium 
is $4 per person. Tiger Festival 
of Nation t-shirts will be for 
sale during the event as follows:  
Youth sizes x-small to large are $8 
each; adult sizes small to X-large 
are $10 each; and adult sizes 
XX-large and XXX-large are $12 
each. 

Staff will be given the 
opportunity to pre-purchase 
t-shirts. Look for an email next 
week. 

Festival 
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This school year music therapy is being offered at most 
schools in the Waynesville R-VI School District through 
a partnership with Musical Bridges of Springfield. Music 
therapy with licensed music therapist Courtney Munton 
started on Aug. 20. Here she is shown at Williams Early 
Childhood Center. 

Waynesville R-VI special education teachers were 
trained on how to use Unique Learning Systems 
on Wednesday. Unique Learning Systems is a 
program designed to give students with complex 
learning needs meaningful access to the general 
education curriculum. From a cloud-based platform, 
educators deliver differentiated, standards-aligned 
content enhanced by assessments, data tools and 
evidence-based instructional support. Students from 
kindergarten through transition have the advantage 
of an interactive learning environment, engaging 
symbol support and a path to independence.  



By Nelson Morgan

This fall sports’ season marks the 30th anniversary of  the 
Waynesville High School soccer program. The Tiger soccer 
team began play under the direction of Scott Poertner, at the 
time, a recent graduate of Missouri Southern State University.  
But the program’s beginnings stem from a service club’s 
decision almost three years earlier.

The Kiwanis Club of Pulaski County began a youth soccer 
program in the spring of 1987.  Interest grew rapidly and 
parents began to ask the school district to add soccer as a 
varsity sport since the youth program ended at age 14. At 
the September 1988 school board meeting, district business 
administrator Bob 
Knight recommended 
that such a soccer 
program be added and 
it was approved.  Work 
began immediately 
transforming the junior 
high football field into 
a larger soccer field 
for the next fall. (At 
that time, the middle 
school was located in 
downtown Waynesville, 
about one block from 
the courthouse.)

Poertner and junior varsity coach Nelson Morgan welcomed 
36 players to two-a-days the following August. The Tigers 
opened their initial season with a hard fought 3-2 home loss to 
Hillcrest on Sept. 7. They recorded the program’s first win 12 
days later, beating Springfield Central 5-2, and later avenged 
the Hillcrest defeat with an overtime win in the Smithton 
Tournament.  

The team continued to play at the middle school until the new 
Anderson Field soccer complex opened in 1997.  Subsequent 
improvements have been made at Anderson where the Tigers 
have claimed a pair of conference titles and were district 
champions in 2014.  Several Tigers have gone on to play in 
college.

Poertner served one year with the team before returning to 
coach at his alma mater. The subsequent varsity coaches were 
Brad Butler, Morgan, Shayne McPherson, Darrell Nickels, 
Dieter Bock, Josh Scott, and (entering his twelfth season) Mike 
Armstrong. 

Armstrong added to Morgan’s story by saying the following, 
“Nelson Morgan has given his time, talent and voice to our 
soccer program. We know we wouldn’t be where we are today 
without his efforts paving the way.”

TEST-DRIVE 
A FORD AND 
EARN $20 FOR 
YOUR SCHOOL.*

Take a spin in a new Ford vehicle. For every test-drive taken, Ford Motor Company 
will donate $20 to your school, for a total of up to $6,000 per event.*
A little drive could go a long way.

WHAT:

WHO:

WHEN:

WHERE:

forddrive4ur.com
* NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER WITH A VALID DRIVER’S LICENSE AND VALID AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE. Donation of $20 per test-drive, up to 300 total 

test-drives, for a maximum total donation of $6,000 per event. Limit (1) donation per person and (1) donation per household.

waynesville r6 school district
September 16th, 2019
waynesville r6 school district
200 gw lane
waynesville, MO 65583 Pre-register for this event here:

https://d4ur.com/6XDQ9

Enter this into your phone
https://d4ur.com/6XDQ9

(or scan the code below)

to scan code,
simply open camera app on your smart phone.

The Waynesville Athletic Booster Club is looking to fill 
positions within the voting board and is also looking for 
representation from each sports program and volunteers 
looking to be involved with helping to promote and support 
Waynesville athletics and activities.  Boosters supports all 
Waynesville sports and activities and provides students with 
thousands of dollars in scholarships each year.  

Anyone interested may contact the athletic office at 573-
842-2450 or contact Shelley Emperato at semeprato@gmail.
com.

To donate to the Athletic Booster Club, go to: 
Memberships
Business:  https://waynesvilletigerathletics.org/library/files/

demo1069.bigteamsdemo_com_1743/files/2019_BC_Business_
Membership.docx1.pdf

Individual/Family:  https://waynesvilletigerathletics.org/
library/files/demo1069.bigteamsdemo_com_1743/files/2019_
BC_Individual_Membership.pdf

Golf Outing Oct. 19th (Piney Valley Golf Course)
Registration:  https://waynesvilletigerathletics.org/library/

files/demo1069.bigteamsdemo_com_1743/files/Golf%20
Tournament%20-%20Registration%20Form.docx1.pdf

Athletic Booster Club 
positions available

Soccer celebrates 
30th anniversary

Rescheduled 
for Sept. 16


